


 
 

Career Ready Workshop 

How to Have a Successful 

Internship and Gap Year 

Experience 
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What Kind of Internship Is Right For You? 

• Business Internships 

• Law Firm Internships 

• Pro-bono Law Internships 

• Research Internships 

• Public Service Internships 

○Government  

○Advocacy  

 



How to Find an Internship   

• BuckyNet/UW-Madison Student Job 
Center 

• UW-Madison International Internship 
Program (IIP) 

• Idealist 

• Company or organization website 

○Congressional  

• Google  
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How to Find an Internship (continued)  

• White House Internship Program 

• White House Initiatives 

• Asian Pacific American Institute 

• Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 

• Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Foundation 

• Goldman Sachs  
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How to Find an Internship (continued) 
 

• Wisconsin AHEC Community Health 
Internship 

• Wisconsin Summer Affirmative Action 
Internship Program 

• City of Madison AASPIRE Internship 

• Montgomery Summer Research Diversity 
Fellowships  
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What is a gap year? 
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Definition 
Short-term opportunity for graduates who 

have not yet decided upon a career and 

want to take some time off before going to 

law school or starting a career 
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Why should I take a  
gap year? 
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1. Explore career interests 

2. Ensure the legal field is right for you 

(before spending money on law school) 

3. Enhance your resume 

4. Develop new skills 
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5. Attain a professional letter of recommendation 

6. Strengthen personal statement & admission 

portfolio 

7. More time to study for the LSAT 

8. Increase GPA 

9. Save up money for law school 
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How do I prepare myself 
to apply for a gap year 

opportunity? 
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Goldman Sach’s  
Summer Analyst Internship 
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Update Your Resume 



Tailor Your Cover Letter 
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What resources are 
available for finding a gap 

year opportunity? 
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Examples of Gap Year Opportunities 

• Professional Experience 

• BuckyNet 

• Company websites 

• Nonprofit 

• Americorps 

• Idealist.org 

• International Volunteer 

Opportunities 

• United Nations Volunteers 

• Peace Corps 

• Teaching 

• Teach for America 

• CIEE 

• Educational Programs 

• NYU Summer Publishing 

Institute 

• Dartmouth’s Tuck Business 

Bridge Program 

• Fellowships 
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Resources in Finding a Gap Year 
Fellowship 

• Profellow 

• Academic and professional  

• Amherst College: Post-baccalaureate Direct-Apply 

Fellowships Database 

• UW-Madison Undergraduate Academic Awards Office 

• Fulbright 

• Rhodes 
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GOOD LUCK! 

Questions? 

Schedule an appointment at 

www.prelaw.wisc.edu 
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